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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILLTH 

SUBJECT: DESECRATION OE THAI FLAG BY US ARMY ENLISTED MAN 
REE: BANGKOK 11058 (NOTAL) 

1 . PFC KENNETH R. RALSTON WAS FOUND GUILTY BY THE THAI COURT 
OF PUBLIC DRUNKENNESS AND DESECRATION OF TWO FLAGS. HE WAS 
SENTENCED TO TWELVE MONTHS CONFINEMENT AND A FINE OE 

1250 BAHT (APPROXIMATELY $62.50). THE CONFINEMENT WAS 
REDUCED BY THE COURT TO SIX MONTHS, WHICH IS CONSISTENT WITH 
ITS LIMITED JURISDICTION. 

2. THE TRIAL AND SENTENCING RECEIVED MEDIA COVERAGE, 
INCLUDING THE PHOTOGRAPHING OF THE SENTENCED RALSTON IN 
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PRESS HAS GIVEN WIDE COVERAGE TO THE INCIDENT WITH FAR LESS 
RESTRAINT THAN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DAILIES. ONE SUCH 
PAPER, EOR EXAMPLE, THE THAI RATH EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT 
RALSTON WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE EOR TRIAL. MOST OE 
THESE PAPERS, IN EACT, OPINED THAT RALSTON WOULD BE SENT 
OUT OE THAILAND. 

3. WHILE IT HAS BEEN RUMORED THAT THIS INCIDENT WOULD 
PROMPT STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, NO SUCH ACTIVITY HAS YET 
OCCURRED. THE PROMPT RESOLUTION OE THE CASE MAY HAVE 
DIEFUSED THIS POTENTIALITY. 

KINTNER 
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